12/17/71 


Dear Harold. 1 }! 

Last night at about 11:00, when I was tather tired, who do 
I get a call from but David LiftonJ He called my house and got 
my # here. I was really scared when he identified himself, since 
at the time I just wasn't ready to think out what to say, etc. 

He said he called because he really needs that Specter-Tink 
debate tape now, and can afford to pay for it. 

He rather obviously tried to pump me for info,, but I think 
I was unusually good at keeping my mouth closed — probably to 
the point of sounding incoherent and terribly unimpressive, al- 
though with him I could care less. He asked about my book 
and I said there was a chance of publication, but I wasn't sure. 
Apparently, he thought I dealtK almost exclusively cfith the 
shooting, to which I responded: "Yes, that's pretty much what 
I deal with." He kept asking what I discussed,, and I said 
I deal with the quest of LHO guilt. Nothing said on medical 
evidence. 

He told me that he was just east, and that he stopped off 
for his first visit to Dallas, during which he spent all his 
time in futile and wasteful efforts — interviewing all the people 
standing along the curb oh Elm, pumping them for info about 
the speed of the car, whether the car stopped, etc. He is 
apparently really excited about it, and asserted that everyone 
was sure the car stopped. He said that the Zap. film was 
probably doctored by the SS to eliminate this.,' He said that 
he had been able to arrange with some "representative" to have 
a 16 mm. improved copy of the original flown out there (under 
the guise that someone would buy it for a really high price) 
and that he and some expert took precise measurments which prove 
that what LIFE bought was not the original but an unfaithful 
optical copy. 

He asked me exactly what I thought about Specter, if I felt 
he knew about everything in advance and was covering it up. I 
said that I could say only that what he did had the effect of 
a cover up. I refused to give him any info on my interview 
with Spect. He said that E surely must include that in my book 
and asked how I did. I said that I included only a little bt, 
but did not say :$MXXXhow I used it. 

I think he got the message that I didn't want to talk to 
him, so he said good-bye after about 10 minutes. I was really 
unimpressed with him. He sounds "smart" but involved in great 
wastes of time, in things which we are so far beyond that nothing 
can be gained by his efforts. I wonder about him — especially 
where he gets his money. He asked me to contribute to a fund 
to buy the Shaneyfelt NO test, but I refused saying that was 
worthless to me. I a3>so told him I'm not doing anything now 
except trying to get my book published. 

worried 

I don't know what you’ll make of this — but don't be /KHM&M3S&M; 
so far as I'm concerned, because I'll have nothing more to 
do with him. I'll send him his tape, and that's that. 


B,st ’ 



